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North Alabama Alumni Extension Chapter of the 

National Society of Black Engineers 

	N AL NSBE-AE  ( P.O. Box 949  (  Huntsville, AL 35804  (  http://www.nsbe-northalabamaae.com/




Dear Principal or Guidance Counselor:
The North Alabama Chapter of the National Society of Black Engineers Alumni Extension (N AL NSBE-AE) invites high school students within the Madison County school district to participate in our 2011/2012 High School Essay Contest.  N AL NSBE-AE was established out of a need to stimulate and sustain minority participation in Engineering and the Applied Sciences.  This chapter of NSBE-AE encourages and advises youth in their pursuit of careers in engineering and the applied sciences by offering programs and services that include scholarship endowment, tutorial programs, advanced study skills and much more.  

The High School Essay Contest is a time-honored tradition of the N AL NSBE AE, which give us an opportunity to advance the importance of the written word. The contest has dual purposes – to motivate today’s youth towards journalistic development and to increase awareness of issues facing modern society.

The criteria for the High School Essay Contest are as follows: 

The paper must address the topic: “What impact (positive or negative) does social media play in society and relationships with your peers. Comment on this issue and support your decision.”

· Double spaced, typed paper no more than 4 pages

· Participants must be in 9th –12th  grade (open to all students)

· Papers must be postmarked on or before January 4, 2012
· The following are the judging criteria for the essays:

· ORIGINALITY - uniqueness of thought (50%)

· CONTENT - supporting text (25%)

· PRESENTATION - clarity of expression, quality of grammar (appropriate to grade), and neatness of presentation (25%)

The authors of the top two essays will receive a monetary award in the amount of $150. Please instruct the applicants for the High School Essay Contest to send papers by the deadlines stated above to the following address:

N AL NSBE-AE

Attn: High School Essay Contest

P.O. Box 949

Huntsville, AL  35804

A panel of objective judges will determine the winners. The decision of the judges is final.

Winners will be recognized at the N AL NSBE-AE Nineteenth Annual Scholarship Banquet scheduled for March 8, 2012
There is no limit on the number of students that can participate from each school, church, or community.  If there are any questions or concerns, please contact Richard Richardson at 256-509-0525 or at scholarship@nsbe-northalabamaae.com.  

Thank you in advance for your participation.

Sincerely,

Richard Richardson
N AL NSBE-AE Scholarship Committee Chairperson
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